
VIRGI NIA:
BEFORE THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

IN RE:

Application of Pocahontas Gas Partnership
for Formation of a Production Unit

Known as BUS1 for the Production of
Sealed Coalbed Methane Gob Gas, VGOB No. 0618-128

in the Hum icane Magisterial District of Buchanan County, Virginia

This cause came on this 18th day of June, 1991, i pon the

applicatio:i of Pocahontas Gas Partnership requesting tl~at this

Board seta>lish and create a unit for the production of coalbed

methane gan from sealed, mined-out gob areas of longwall p~inels of

Consolidat:.on Coal Company's Buchanan No. 1 mine in the H rricane

Magisteria.'. District of Buchanan County, Virginia and to e~tablish

boundaries of the pool for production of coalbed methane as from

the sealed gob area known as BUS1. Notice of the filinc of the

applicatioii herein and of the time, date and place of hearing

thereon wa> duly and properly given to each owner or p',tential

owner of re ord having an interest in the coalbed methane g~s below

the Tiller seam of coal underlying the tracts within the l~roposed

unit and liool covered hereby as required by Section 45.: -361.19

of the Code of Virginia, 1950 as amended. The Board exam! aed the

notice as gLven and further conducted inquiry into the suffi.ciency

of Pocahont:as Gas Partnership's search to determine na~es and

whereabouts of owners or potential owners who may be affe:ted by

formation o f a unit and determination of a pool to produce :oalbed

methane gai< from sealed gob areas of mined-out port/ fans of

Consolidati )n Coal Company's longwall mining operation at the

Buchanan No, 1 mine in Buchanan County, Virginia.



The Board finds that Pocahontas Gas Partnership has i~zercised

due diliymce and conducted a meaningful search of riiasonably

available sources at hand, including, but not lim:,Ced to,
grantor/grantee indexes, deed books, will records, tax records,

local teLephone books, and conducted conversati<ios and

correspondence with interested parties. The Board hereby Lpproves

the notice as given, by publication and otherwise, as mee:ing the

statutory requirements, rules of the Board, and minimum z:andards

of state and federal due process, and finds that notice ias been

given in 4 11 respects as required by law and the rules of this

Board.

Based upon the evidence presented, the Board finds hat the

following named persons may be owners of coalbed mettiine gas

interests below the Tiller seam of coal in the proposed ac~led gob

area unit and pool involved herein:

1. IIugh MacRae Land Trust, P. O. Box 29, Tazewell, ', 24651

2. )iuckhorn Coal Company, Box 187, Tazewell, VA 2 651

3. ('onsolidation Coal Company, 1800 Washington Road,
I ittsburgh, PA 15241

4. Iaymond J. Street, Trustee, P. O. Box 1460, Gn~ody, VA
24614

5. B . A. Street, Trustee, Street, Street, Street, Si,ott and
Bowman, P. O. Drawer 2100, Grundy, VA 24614

6. N. D. Street, Trustee, Street, Street, Street, Si:ott and
Bowman, P. O. Drawer 2100, Grundy, VA 24614

7. Soirley Geneva Vance Keene, c/o Tivis D. Vance, 154 Old
Hzwkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

8. Tivis Dewey Vance, 454 Old Hawkensville Road, P >naire,
G,K 31005



9. Robert Daniel Vance, c/o Tivis D. Vance, 454 Old
Hawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

10. James Edgar Vance, c/o Tivis D. Vance, $54 Old
Hawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

11. Sandra Ray Vance Belcher, c/o Tivis D. Vance, 454 Old
Hawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

12. Jackie Darrel Vance, c/o Tivis D. Vance,
Eawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

13. Jearold Dwayne Vance, c/o Tivis D. Vance,
Eawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

$ 54 Old

L54 Old

14. acheron Deniece Vance Matney, c/o Tivis D. Vane, 454 Old
'.Kawkensville Road, Bonaire, GA 31005

15. 'F. C. Allen, P. O. Box 398, Crane, TX 79731

16. rames C. Phillips Heirs, c/o Lethe Jackson, ox 206,
.'haisden, WV 25608

17. lbary Hess Heirs, c/o Danny Blankenship, Stiltneri Trailer
l>ark, Rosedale, VA

18. "ames C. Blankenship Heirs and Assigns/Consolidat .on Coal
Company, c/o George Duty, Route 3, Box 159, Tase~ ell, VA
i 4651

19. i'ames C. Blankenship Heirs and Assigns/Consolidat .on Coal
('ompany, c/o Alice Mills, Route 2, Box 579 Pilot
3',ountain, NC 27041

20. J ames C. Blankenship Heirs and Assigns/Consolidat on Coal
(ompany, c/o Tenie Duty, Route 3, Box 159, T<~aewell,
%A 24651

21. Eermac, Inc., P. O. Box 1614, Bluefield, WV 24 )1

22. Eorothy Hale, Route 2, Box 21, Oakwood, VA 246: L

23. Elmer and Evelyn Jackson, Box 415, Vansant, VA 14656

Based upon the evidence presented and Section 45.1-361.1, the

Virginia Gas and Oil Board interprets goh area as includ ng the

de-stressed sones associated with the rubble area remainiril after
full seam m Lning of coal and extending above and below int» areas



in commun, ication with the gob rubble resulting from f::acturing

associatec with full seam extraction mining methods. 'J'xe Board

concludes, based upon the testimony of Randy Albert, Project

Manager for Pocahontas Gas Partnership, that the gob a."ea will

extend from the base of the Pocahontas No. 2 seam of con 1 upward

to and result in common communication of all seams and ar,as below

the Tillez seam of coal.
Basec upon the evidence presented, the Board finds that, in

order to avoid drilling of unnecessary wells, prevent thai various

types of waste and protect the correlative rights of all owners and

potential owners of coalbed methane gas below the Tille) seam of
coal with respect to the proposed sealed gob area unit and pool

involved herein that the most efficient and economical n athod to
recover market and produce coalbed methane gas to creat s a unit

and pool consisting of eight (8) sealed longwall panels of

Consolidation Coal Company's Buchanan No. 1 mine as iihown on

Pocahonta4 Gas Partnership's Exhibit "B", which is attachild hereto

and made a part hereof and bounded according to the Virginia

(South) (Tectangular) State Plane Coordinates System as:'.ollows:

Begirning at N 318440 E 988240, thence to N 312108.!i4 E
9880< 0.78, thence to N 312289.51 E 981667.34, thence to
N 318620.97 E 981846.56, thence to the Beginni,ag,
containing a total of 930 acres.
Based upon the evidence presented, the Board fluids that

conversior of eight (8) existing vertical ventilation ',ioles to
sealed gob area coalbed methane gas wells within the E'IS1 unit
should pr)vide efficient drainage. However, mine sal ety may

necessitate that other existing vertical ventilation l.oles be



peraitted and converted to sealed goh area coalbsd me1,sane gas

wells and that at any tiae during the course of production from

this unit, when mine safety dictates, ths coalbed methane'gas may

he vented to the atmosphere to ensure that ths cr,nditions

undergrourd at ths Buchanan No. 1 aine remain safe.
Based upon the evidence presented at the public hea) ing, the

Virginia Gas and Oil Board finds that any well within the l US1 unit

and pool should not he located at any point closer than )00 feet

to ths hocndaries of the BUS1 unit, and should, in no e rent, be

located c]oser than 300 feet to any other coalbed meth~inc well

completed Ln the BUS1 unit and pool unless an exception 1< granted

hy the Virginia Gas and Oil Inspector for purposes of px >tecting

mine props Wy and worker safety or in order to allow well spacing

to conform and correspond to mine development plans and ops;ations.

Based upon the evidence presented at the public he~ring in

this matte> and the lack of objection thereto, the Virginic Gas and

Oil Board i)RDERS as follows:

1. '.,'hs Board grants ths application of Pocahoz:as Gas

Partnershili to establish and create a unit and pool known as BUS1

for production of coalhed aethane gas from sealed got areas,

separate ard distinct from and not in comaunication with a y other

ccaaon accumulation of coalbed methane gas, consisting of eight (8)

sealed, prisviously mined longwall panels in Consolidati»n Coal

Company's Buchanan No. 1 mine, as shown on Pocahont',as Gas

Partnership 's Exhibit "B",which is attached hereto and mad~ a part



hereof anc bounded according to the Virginia (South) (Rec",angular)

State Plare Coordinates System as follows:

Begirning at N 318440 E 988240, thence to N 312108.!i4 E
988040.78, thence to N 312289.51 E 981667.34, thenci~ to
N 328620.97 E 981846.86, thence to the Beginni,ag,
containing a total of 930 acres.

The formation of'his unit and pool is to allow Pocahi,ntas Gas

Partnership to produce coalbed methane gas from sealed, aiLned out

gob areas onsisting of the de-stressed xones associated vith the

rubble are i remaining after full seam mining of coal and 4 (tending

above and below into areas in communication with the go i rubble

resulting from fracturing associated with full seam ex':raction

mining methods. This gob unit and pool extends from the to ) of the

Pocahontas No. 2 seam of coal up to, but not including, thai Tiller
seam of coiil.

2. j'ocahontas Gas Partnership may permit and cc ivert a

minimum of sight (8) existing vertical ventilation holes tc coalbed

methane gas wells to produce coalbed methane gas from thi~ sealed

gob area dhisignated as the BUS1 unit and pool. Leave is granted

to Pocahont as Gas Partnership to apply for permits to con vert as

many vortical ventilation holes to coalbed methane gas well~ as may

be necessary to economically and efficiently drain the BI )1 unit

and pool. No coalbed methane gas well in the BUS1 unit c >d pool

shall be located closer than 300 feet from the boundaries of the

BUS1 unit. No coalbed methane gas well in the BUS1 unit I iall be

located closer than 300 feet from any other coalbed metha ne gas

well. The Virginia Gas and Oil Inspector is hereb> given

discretion i:o grant exception to the 300 foot spacing restr .ction,



upon proper application, when necessary to protect mine property

and worker safety or to conform and correspond to demonstr! ted mine

developmert plans and operations.

3. To ensure mine worker safety and protect mine ]:roperty,

coalbed mc thane gas may be vented to the atmosphere at any time

through either coalbed methane gas wells or vertical venj:ilation

holes in the BUS1 unit. The venting of coalbed methane ias from

the BUS1 unit shall occur when conditions at Consolidat..on Coal

Company's Buchanan County No. 1 mine dictate and may coz:inue as

long as necessary. The Board interprets such venting as n ~cessary

to protect mine worker safety and protect mine property and not

constituti,ig any form of waste.

Done <,nd executed this /5 day of (2~JQ>~D 7 1991,

by a major:.ty of the Virginia Gas and Board.

aazENaN

0o nd p f raedot lrh/&day ofiZCI(Lltc3), 1991,

by Order o5'his Board.

PrWcipal Execut e to thi~ Staff
Virginia Gas d Oil Board



State of VirginLa
County of Washi sgton

acknowledged cn this 15th day of Auaust 1991
personally before me a notary public in and for the State of Virf .nia
appeaged B'enny Wampler, being duly sworn did depose and say that h i is
Qhiirman ef the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he executed the sassi and

7 -. (72k,~.
Diane

DavfLf'otary Public
P/y commission es pires 9/23/92

State of Vlrglrd a
County of Washington

acknowledged on this 13th day of auaust
personally befo re me a notary public in and for the State of Vlrgi sia

Princi 1 . e
appeared Byron Tsomas Fulmar, being duly sworn did depose a d that h i~~

n pa .ExecutLve to the Staff of the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he
e c tsg. tbsp t and was authorised to do so.

~~'(' /z ~
Dianlf Da~
Notary Public
My cossalssion exiiires 9/23/92


